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1. Horizon Europe 



The ambitious EU research and innovation framework programme (2021-2027)

to strengthen the EU's scientific and technological bases and the European Research 

Area (ERA)

to boost Europe's innovation capacity, competitiveness 

and jobs 

to deliver on citizens' priorities and sustain our socio-economic model and values

Horizon Europe 

The Commission proposes a budget of € 100 billion for Horizon Europe. 



Widening Participation and Strengthening the European Research Area

Reforming and Enhancing the European R&I systemWidening participation and spreading excellence
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Excellent Science (Pillar 1): reinforcing and extending the 

excellence of the Union’s science base

Horizon Europe: Preliminary structure



Commission proposal for budget: €100 billion* 
(2021-2027)

€25.8

€52.7

€13.5

€2.1 €2.4

€ billion
In current prices

Excellent Science

Global Challenges &
European Ind. Comp.

Innovative Europe

Widening Part. & ERA

Euratom

* This envelope includes EUR 3.5 billion allocated under the 

InvestEU Fund. 



R&I Missions

R&I Missions
Relating EU's research and innovation better 

to society and citizens' needs; with strong 

visibility and impact

Horizon Europe defines mission characteristics and elements of governance, and 5 

missions areas. 

Specific missions will be programmed within the Global Challenges and 

European Industrial Competitiveness pillar (drawing on inputs from other pillars) 

A mission is a portfolio of actions across disciplines intended to achieve a 

bold and inspirational and measurable goal within a set timeframe, 

with impact for society and policy making as well as relevance for a 

significant part of the European population and wide range of European 

citizens.



Mission
areas

Adaptation to climate 
change, including societal 

transformation

Cancer

Healthy 
oceans, 

seas, 
coastal 

and inland 
waters 

Soil health 
and food

Climate-neutral 
and smart cities 



R&I days 2020

https://twitter.com/JEPaquetEU/status/1220705

559239909377

https://twitter.com/GabrielMariya/status/122069812

7126147075

https://twitter.com/JEPaquetEU/status/1220705559239909377
https://twitter.com/GabrielMariya/status/1220698127126147075


2. MSCA in Horizon Europe 



European 
Researchers' 
Night 

• Supporting researcher training and 

career development

• Funding excellent research, 

bottom-up

• Promoting researcher mobility 

• Stimulating international, inter-

sectoral and interdisciplinary 

cooperation

• Impacting researcher careers, 

organisations, structures

Reminder: MSCA in Horizon 2020 (2014-2020)



• Overall: continuation

• Investing in the people behind R&I, delivering talent and improving careers

• Bottom-up, competition-based research programme

• Creating impact on researchers, institutions, systems

• 5 areas of intervention: 

• mobility of researchers

• training of researchers

• strengthening human capital across the ERA 

• facilitating synergies

• promoting public outreach

The MSCA in Horizon Europe



• Streamlined actions, clearer identity

• Simpler rules, fine-tuned definitions, harmonised conditions

• Continuation of simplified form of grants 

• Demand management to maintain high-quality and attractiveness

• Strengthen structuring effects on host institutions

• More guidance on supervision and exposure beyond academia

• Improved internal coherence & reinforced external synergies

Evolution in the MSCA’s implementation

Novelties shown are possible solutions to respond to weaknesses in the current MSCA programme and are subject of discussion 



MSCA 2021-2027: under construction

1. MSCA Doctorates  networks training doctoral candidates

2. MSCA Postdocs  postdoctoral researchers

3. MSCA Staff Exchanges  any type of research(-related) staff

4. MSCA COFUND  co-funding training programmes

5. MSCA and Citizens  public outreach events

Novelties shown are possible solutions to respond to weaknesses in the current MSCA programme and are subject of discussion 



3. Dissemination and Exploitation 
Opportunities for INFRASTAR



Innovation in INFRASTAR

• AP Photo © Nicola Marfisi

• https://phys.org/news/2018-08-italy-

collapse-difficulties-aging-bridges.html

• https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-

explained/index.php?title=File:Dwellings_by_m

ost_common_period_of_construction,_by_NUT

S_3_region,_2011_Cities16.png

https://phys.org/news/2018-08-italy-collapse-difficulties-aging-bridges.html
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=File:Dwellings_by_most_common_period_of_construction,_by_NUTS_3_region,_2011_Cities16.png


Funding and Tender Opportunities Portal

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/grants/grant-

management/dissemination-of-results_en.htm

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/grants/grant-management/dissemination-of-results_en.htm


• “Making the Most of Your Horizon 

2020 Project”

• https://www.iprhelpdesk.eu/sites/def

ault/files/EU-IPR-Brochure-

Boosting-Impact-C-D-E.pdf

Publication by IPRhelpdesk

https://www.iprhelpdesk.eu/sites/default/files/EU-IPR-Brochure-Boosting-Impact-C-D-E.pdf


Dissemination and Exploitation Booster

•Dissemination and exploitation play key role in achieving and 

demonstrating the funding’s impact on society, economy, environment 

and policy making. 

•Why apply? 

- To benefit from tailor-made services to build your capacity in 

disseminating your research results. 

- To get support and build your capacity for increasing your project 

results’ exploitation potential and access to markets. 

Applications are now open

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/DE-Booster-Service-Request

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/DE-Booster-Service-Request


• A platform to allow beneficiaries to present 

their results and to connect with potential users, 

investors and industry communities. The 

platform allows to present results through sales-

pitch style content including videos or targeted 

presentation. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-

tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon-

results-platform

Horizon Results Platform 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon-results-platform


• This award is the European 

Commission's initiative to recognise

and celebrate outstanding 

projects that have used their results 

to provide value for society. 

• Call opens on February 13th, 2020. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-

and-innovation/funding/funding-

opportunities/prizes/horizon-impact-

award_en

Horizon Impact Award 2020

https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/prizes/horizon-impact-award_en


EIC Accelerator (SME Instrument)

https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/eic-accelerator-sme-instrument

https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/eic-accelerator-sme-instrument


• https://startupeuropeclub.eu/ https://twitter.com/DSMeu/status/1221

752010854322176

Startup Europe Club

https://startupeuropeclub.eu/
https://twitter.com/DSMeu/status/1221752010854322176


4. Funding opportunities in the 
MSCA Horizon 2020 Programme 
for Collaborative Projects



• Research and Innovation Staff Exchange (RISE) funds short-term exchanges of personnel between 

academic, industrial and commercial organisations throughout the world.

• It helps people develop their knowledge, skills and careers, while building links between organisations

working in different sectors of the economy, including universities, research institutes and SMEs.

• https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide/asean/msca-rise-2020-research-and-innovation-staff-

exchange-call-open

H2020-MSCA-ITN call 2020

Opening Date

Closing Date

Now 

28 April 2020

Budget
80 million

MSCA RISE 2020 call for Collaborative projects

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide/asean/msca-rise-2020-research-and-innovation-staff-exchange-call-open


5. Funding opportunities / Next 
steps for ESRs 



H2020-MSCA-IF call
MSCA-IF-EF-ST (Standard European Fellowships) 

MSCA-IF-GF (Global Fellowships)

2020

Opening Date

Closing Date

08 April 2020

09 September 2020 17:00:00 

Brussels time

Budget 328.00 million €

• https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-

tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/msca-if-2020

MSCA IF 2020 call – For researchers

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/msca-if-2020


• Some Universities provide trainings 

on writing MSCA IF proposals.  

• https://www.mn.uio.no/english/resea

rch/about/eu/msca/master-class/

• https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/world

wide/india/take-your-next-career-

step-msca-individual-fellowship-

university-oslo-faculty

• Application deadline is 15.03.2020. 

Example of training on how to write a proposal for 
MSCA IF 

https://www.mn.uio.no/english/research/about/eu/msca/master-class/
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide/india/take-your-next-career-step-msca-individual-fellowship-university-oslo-faculty


• https://twitter.com/MSCActions/status/1

224331707547078656?s=03

• https://www.upf.edu/documents/805559

1/213727092/MSCA_judit.pdf/a758fa63

-fa52-6848-3da6-397e768f84fb

Tips for submitting a proposal to MSCA IF Call

https://twitter.com/MSCActions/status/1224331707547078656?s=03
https://www.upf.edu/documents/8055591/213727092/MSCA_judit.pdf/a758fa63-fa52-6848-3da6-397e768f84fb


• https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp

National Contact Points

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/ncp


Other job opportunities 

https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/european-

commission-looking-it-specialists

https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/european-commission-looking-it-specialists


• Twice a year, the Commission offers 

950 five-month paid, administrative 

or translation internships.

• Starting on 1 March or 1 October, 

trainees gain hands-on 

experience in EU policymaking in a 

multicultural environment.

https://ec.europa.eu/stages/

https://twitter.com/EU_Commission/st

atus/1214140416762798082

Interested in a traineeship with DG Research 
& Innovation? 

https://ec.europa.eu/stages/
https://twitter.com/EU_Commission/status/1214140416762798082


Last suggestion!



• https://twitter.com/REA_research/st

atus/1211557533128765442

• https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-

tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/

work-as-an-expert

Become an expert for EU!

https://twitter.com/REA_research/status/1211557533128765442
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/work-as-an-expert


Thank you, 
Athina Zampara

Athina.Zampara@ec.europa.eu

@LifeOfaPOinEU

mailto:Athina.Zampara@ec.europa.eu

